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You’re in a Watershed
No matter where you are, you’re in a watershed. A 
watershed is the area of land that drains to a common 
waterway. In Santa Clara 
County, our creeks 
catch rain and 
runoff from 
storm drains 
and carry the 
water north to 
San Francisco Bay 
or south to Monterey 
Bay. Along the way, 
some of the water is used to 
fill reservoirs for drinking water, 
replenish the underground aquifers 
and create better habitat for fish 
and wildlife.

This project is in the Coyote Watershed. Sixteen major 
creeks drain this 350-square-mile-area. The county’s 
largest watershed extends from the urbanized valley floor 
upward to the vast natural areas of the Mt. Hamilton 
range. Coyote Creek, its main waterway, is the longest 
creek in the county.

More about us
The Santa Clara Valley Water District manages an 
integrated water resources system that includes the supply 
of clean, safe water, flood protection and stewardship 
of streams on behalf of Santa Clara County’s 1.8 million 
residents. The district effectively manages 10 dams and 
surface water reservoirs, three water treatment plants, 
an advanced recycled water purification center, a 
state-of-the-art water quality laborator, nearly 400 acres of 
groundwater recharge ponds and more than 275 miles 
of streams.

We provide wholesale water and groundwater 
management services to local municipalities and private 
water retailers who deliver drinking water directly to 
homes and businesses in Santa Clara County.

On the cover:
1. Flooding at Old Piedmont Road.

2. Lower Berryessa Creek facing 
towards Calera Creek, just

	 west of the Union Pacific 
Railroad tracks.

3. Red-winged blackbird (Agelaius 
phoeniceus) on Guadalupe River 
in San Jose. 

4. Great egret (Casmerodius
	 albus) at Shoreline Park in 

Mountain View.

5. Lower Berryessa Creek facing 
South, at Milpitas Boulevard.
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For more information, contact Ted Ibarra at  
(408) 630-2067, or visit our website at valleywater.org 

and use our Access Valley Water customer request and 
information system. With three easy steps, you can use this 
service to find out the latest information on district projects 

or to submit questions, complaints or compliments 
directly to a district staff person.

CONTACT US

Follow us on:
/scvwd /valleywater /valleywater

Sign up for 
monthly eNews at  

info@valleywater.org
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Lower Berryessa Creek

Flood Protection Project

The Lower Berryessa Creek Project limits currently extend more than 1.6 miles 
through the city of Milpitas, from its confluence with Lower Penitencia Creek 
upstream to Calaveras Boulevard. The project also includes modifications to 
Tularcitos Creek and Calera Creek. The proposed modifications to Tularcitos 
Creek and Calera Creek are needed to prevent flooding from backwater effects 
created by Lower Berryessa Creek.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Santa Clara Valley Water District 
staff are currently developing design documents for channel improvements on 
Upper Berryessa Creek, upstream of Calaveras Boulevard. After both the Lower 
Berryessa Creek Project and Upper Berryessa Creek Project are completed, 
they will provide flood protection from the 100-year flood to more than 3,400 
homes, schools, and businesses in Milpitas and San José.
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Lower Berryessa Creek flood protection project

Partnership with VTA
The water district established a partnership with the Santa 
Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) to design and 
construct a new, wider and longer railroad crossing over 
Berryessa Creek near the Abel Street bridge. The VTA needs 
this new crossing to support the future Silicon Valley Rapid 
Transit Corridor Project a.k.a “BART” to Silicon Valley, 
and the water district needs it to safely convey flood flows. 
Construction of the bridge was completed in 2011.

Proposed projects
The proposed project design and construction would be 
performed in three phases:

Phase 1 - This phase would consist of the design and 
construction of the Lower Berryessa Creek project elements 
from the confluence at Lower Penitencia Creek to north of 
Abel Street.

Phase 2 - This phase would consist of design and 
construction of the Lower Berryessa Creek project element 
from Abel Street to Calaveras Boulevard. Construction of this 
project element must be completed prior to the completion of 
the Upper Berryessa Creek Project.

Phase 3 - This phase would consist of design and 
construction of Calera Creek from the Lower Berryessa Creek 
confluence to Interstate 680 and Tularcitos Creek from the 
Lower Berryessa Creek confluence to Interstate 680.

Design phases:
Phase 1 design: January 2014 through February 2015
Phase 2 design: January 2015 through January 2016
Phase 3 design: Not yet scheduled*

Construction phases:
Phase 1 construction: June 2015 through December 2016
Phase 2 construction: May 2016 through December 2017
Phase 3 construction: Not yet scheduled*

Next steps
Staff will develop design plans for construction of Phase 2.

Lower Berryessa Creek
west of Union Pacific 
Railroad tracks.

Lower Berryessa Creek
at North Milpitas 
Boulevard.

Tularicitos Creek
at Alcosta Drive.
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Photo rendering of Lower Berryessa Creek 
west of Union Pacific Railroad tracks

Photo rendering of Lower Berryessa Creek 
at North Milpitas Boulevard

Photo rendering of Tularicitos Creek at 
Alcosta Drive
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Phase 2 Design

*Phase 3 Design: Due to lack of funding, Phase 3 schedule implementation is yet to be determined.

Phase 2 Construction

Future improvements of Lower Berrryessa Creek

2019

Photo rendering of Calera Creek at North 
Milpitas Boulevard

Calera Creek
at North Milpitas 
Boulevard.
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The Lower Berryessa Creek Flood Protection Project extends approximately 1.7 miles through 
the city of Milpitas, from its confluence with Lower Penitencia Creek south to Calaveras 
Boulevard. More information can be found at: 
www.valleywater.org/services/LowerBerryessaCreek.aspx
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